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A COMMEMORATIVE BROCHURE ISSUED IN THE CLUB'S JUBILEE YEAR



The course of the Brookmans Park Golf Club, laying on the Great
North Road half-way between Potters Bar and Hatfield, has a
special claim to fame from the fact that Sir Thomas More is
believed to have written his ‘Utopia " here. And in fact there is
something distinctly Utopian about the whole setting of the
conrse, which s laid out in one of the most beautiful paris of
Hertfordshire. Here we are well out into the country, beyond the
last fringes of Suburbia. The roofs and tower that we can descry
on the not-too-far-distant ridge that bounds our westward view,
are the town and abbey of St Albans. Closer at hand, except for
the line of handsome willas that borders its southern side, the
course is shut off from the workaday world by belts of pleasant
woodland so that Sir Thomas himself could wish for no more
complete tranguility.

Robert Browning
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Message from the President

Bill O borue

| regard as a great personal honour the fact that [ have been entrusted with the
pleasurcable duty of unravelling the past history of the club, which was made possible
by the tireless efforts of a few of our older members. As vou will observe in this
brochure, many old documents and photagraphs came to light from varous parts of
the country, the most authentic being the minutes of the first Annual Meeting for the
vears 193032, which clearly indicares that Brookmans Park Golf Club was founded
in July 1950k the fiest President was Major PG Burton and Club Captain for the two
vears was |, A Hartrrell

l'nday we have a second generation of captainey for Jubilee Year in Christopher
Sneath, who as Chairman of the Jubilee Committee has been a driving force behind
the ultimate success of this bold venture to celebrate our 50 years of progress.

As with many other clubs it has always been an uphill struggle, and in the early
1940s we were reduced to a 9-hole course to help the war effort; but from 1946
onwards although always short of moneyv we steadily made progress, and with the
assistance of a Government Non-Development Scheme in the 1960s, we received
payment which enabled us to repay our Debenture holders, and rebuild the interior of
the club house, provide an adequate car park and a new professional’s shop and
trolley shed.

I'his year we celebrate 50 years of forward progress of which presidents, club
captains, lady caprains, secretaries and committees both past and present have made
possible by their unstinting efforts and dedication ta our Golf Club and | for my part
am singularly fortunate to be vour President in this Jubilee Year, May this solid
foundation be a stepping stone to an even greater Golf Club in the future, always
remembering the pleasure it has afforded us in the past



The Captain

Christapher Sneath

The Lady Captain

e Folbourn

Asa secund generation captain it is personally a great honour to hold this office
during Jubilee year, vet | am very aware of this responsibility when looking back over
the 50 years and seeing what my predecessors have done before me. They have
cerrainly left their mark in maintaining and developing a course and facilities that one
is proud to be associated with

Whilst conscious of the past, which must not be forgorten we must however look to
the future.

My hope is that the club will go from strength to strength but this will only thrive
from the nucleus of a fine junior section which currently stands ar 49 made up of 37
boys and 12 girls,

This is perhaps the largest junior section the club has known and now that their
enthusiasm has been kindled we must allow the flame to spread. For they are our
future members. They must be encouraged and made aware of their position in the
progress of the club’s posterity,

So too must our first team squad also be given encouragement and support on the
representative side ver they in their turn must realise their responsibility in improving
the standard of play in the club,

With these points in mind Brookmans Park Goelf Club will flourish and continue to
maintain its prominent position in Hertfordshire,

[t is indeed a great honour to be appointed Lady Captain in Jubilee Year, and with a
full membership in our section, we are looking forward to a successful vear.

Owr secretary, Aie Smalley, reaches her 8Uth birthday this vear, and has served
the Ladies Section as hon-secretary for M) years,

There is an air of exhilaration among our members who have such handsome
Jubilee prizes to play for, and there will be keen competition for these mophies.

\s a member of the Jubilee Committee, | know what a tremendous effort has been
made to ensure success, and when assistance 15 required our ladies will not hesitate
to shoulder their responsibility.



Historical Note

[t appears that what is now known as
Brookmans Park was originally two
manars and two estates — More Hall
{later known as Gobions or *Gubbins’)
and Brokemans. In the reign of Henry
VI, More Hall was owned by Sir John
More, the father of England’s famous
Chancellor and on Hir_|nl‘|1f‘i death it
became the jointure of his widow, who
was his third wife. It is said that the
famous Eroup of the More t-'.l.r'l'nl_k, which
was Holbein's first work in England, was
painted at More Hall and this seems
probable enough for a copy of the picture
is known to have hung for many years in
the Hall.

There are several views extant of the
exterior of the Hall which show it 1o
have been a fine mansion, and if we may
judee of the interior from the
magnificent staircase said to have been
removed 1o Hook House at Northaw,
Maore Hall must have been the fines
house (excepting Harfield) for miles
around

When Sir Thomas More was executed
in 1535, Henry VIIT turned the
Chaneellor’s stepmother out of the
estate, which reverted to the Crown, but
later it was restored 1o Cresacre More, a
son of Sir Thomas. [t passed through
varinus hands in succeeding reigns until
we find it in the ownership of the Kemble
family, . 18I0), at which time the
sardens were noted for their beauty and
extant. It was purchased by Robert
William Gaussen in 1838, the then owner

of Brookmans {previously known as
Mymme Hall, or Mimm Hall, and later
as Brokemans) ar which time the two
estates were merged. More Hlall,
Ciohions or Gubbins was pulled down o
18349 at the time that Hook House at
Morthaw was being built,

The companion manor of Brookmans
(e Brokemans) was held in 1420 by John
Rrokeman, but the family died ourin the
reten of Edward IV, The ordginal manor
is said to have been pulled downin 1666,
and the house thar replaced it bore the

dare 1682, hur this house was destroved
by fire in 1891, The present Club House
which is one of the Tudor period was

originally the stables, but after the fire
until the Gaussen family sold the estate
in 1923, it was used by them as the
mansion house, Some of the walls are
three feer thick, and it is inreresting 1o
note that the old Great North Road
formerly passed direetly by the present
Club House and on through the
adjacent farmyvard into Bell Bar



Latter Day History

Dluring the year of 1458 onc of our
founder members, B Logsan-Brown,
became our Honorary Secretary after the
resienation of V. Jovee, and he was
mainly responsible for the alterarions
and amendments to the club house,
prisfessional shop and car park when a
Development Scheme was placed before
the members, he remained as SeCTeTary
throughout the development period and
eventually resigned in 1966, Having seen
the club throurh a very difficult time,
and only those who worked with him, are
aware of his undoubted value to
Brookmans Park Golf Club.

This history would not be L'II|'|'|]'||I.'Tl'l|
without mention of our Founder
Member Jack Holmes, who has served
the club in so many capaciries

He was a scrutineer at the Annual
Creneral Meetings from before the
Second Waorld War, firstly with Dick
Avers and later with Erle Antell, when a
crate of Whithreads Lizht Ale was
presented to them from the elected
committee candidares

He was also responsible tor much ol
the rescarch work on the compiling of the
club history, so has fully carned his life
membership of the club,

The Shelter ar the eleventh tee, was
part of the original mansion and was
resited from the erounds around the
main building, ro its present position by
R. Macconnal in the vear 1933

Ao Smalley is another character who
has seen long service with the club, and
has just complered 30 vears as secretany
of the ladies section, besides acting as
manaeer to the Northern Home
Counties Scetion of the Pearson Trophy
for 18 vears, Her great knowledge of the
Rules of Golf and her unwavering
dedication to the ladies section and
beneficial assistance to the lady caprains,
has made her an outstanding personality,
she is still fairly active at the wonderful

are of 80, which she celebrated this vear
Ar the Annual General Meeting held
on Y March 1980, it was unanimously

agreed wirh the proposal of the General
Committee that 5. R Thompson and
Mrs | B Dwver should be elected Life
Members to mark the occasion of our
( |'r|||.i|;||_| ubilee

The recipients of this honour were
chosen in recognition of their
contribution to the club’s formative years
having served as captains in their
respective sections and devoted several
years on various committees. Both Mr
Thompson and Mrs Dwyer were past
captains and long standing members of
the Gaolf Club




Progress report

From the minutes of the First Annual General Meeting of the Clab 1931

Magor P. C. Burton

“The proprietors and committee are
determined to make Brookmans Park the
hest golf course in the north of London”
declared the President of the club (Major
. €. Burton), whao presided at the
Annual Meeting on Saturday, after
referring to big schemes for draining and
worming which are now being carried
out. ‘It is already the prettiest course” he
added. A year of solid progress was
reported by the Caprain (). A. Hartrell),
who presented accounts showing that the
total revenue had increased by over 30
per cent compared with the previous
vear, while green fees had nearly
doubled. The membership now toralled

314 as compared with 182 ar the end of
the preceding financial vear. In some
clubs owing to the financial depression,
there had been heavy resignations, said
the Captain, bur it was a martter on which
they could congrarulate themselves that
during the vear under review, which
ended on 30 June, Brookmans Park had
had only 14 resignations. The course was
improving, the Management had spared
no pains in getting it into the condition of
a first class golf course and people who
visited it now could hardly believe thar i
was a course which had only been open
for two years, The Caprain added that all
the members were very proud of their
voung Professional (W, E. Peters), who
had put up a very fine show in first class
competitions during the vear, He
referred in particular to his wonderfully
good play in the News of the World
tournament when he beat Abe Mitchell.
Major Burton expressing gratification at
the progress made since the formation of
the cluh, said the members could
congratulate themselves on the fact that
they had during the first two years such
an excellent caprain as Mr Hartrell, The
report he had read redounded to his
credit and to the credit of the commiree.
Another great factor in their success had
been the work of the Secretary (AL I3,
Findlay), who had added enormously to
the membership and whose keenness on
the redevelopment of the course was an
outstanding feature of his activities. The
speaker was convineed from what he saw

that the furure of the Club was assured

A New Cup

Although there was a remarkable array
of prizes to be presented that evening,
Major Burton said he noriced that the
ladies had no challenge cup, and he
offered to present a cup to the ladies, to
e known as the ‘Championship
Challenge Cup’, to be compered for
under handicap. The gift was accepted
with acclamation.

Mr Doust-5Smith then proposed in a
witty speech in which he dwelt upon the
arduous and unrequired labours of
the Wine Commitee, an alteration in the
rules wherehy the president and the
vice-president should be ex officio
members of the general committee, The
uhject of his propaosition was to remedy
an oversight with regard to the President
and also to secure continuation of the
services on the Commirtee of |. A
Hattrell, who had decided ra retire from
the capraincy. Mr Doust-Smith
embodied in the same resolution the
proposal that Major Burton should be
re-elected President and thar Mr Harrrell
should be elected the first vice-president.
This was seconded by C. W, Holme and
carried

Although invited by the general
committee to accept their nominarion as
captain for the third year in succession,
Mr Hattrell had decided to make way for
a new captain and G. Norman Bagley
was elected,



Two vacancies on the committee were
then filled by the election, after ballot, of
L. 5 Murphy and G. A, Bradshaw

The ladies’ captain (Mrs G. M,
Bagley) presented the prizes won by the
men during the year. The prize winners
were as follows:

Captain’s Prize —John H. Lewis

President’s Trophy = AL H. Covington

Men's Foursomes (Alaway Cup) —

Messrs G N, Bagley and F. T,

Bremner

Emdoric Cup—]. E. D. MacLagan

Bakaritza Cup— Messrs W Bell and

A Blackborow

Club Championship —W. Bell {score

51 over 36 holes)

Married Foursomes —Mrand Mrs

(1. N, Bagley, runners up Mr and Mrs

k. L Bremner

After the presentation of the prizes,
| A. Anstiss, was handed the replica of
the *Morning Past” golf trophy which he
was awarded as winner of the divisional
contests for this area.

The retiring caprain announced that
the tennis section of the club had this
vear won for the first time the Herts
Inter-Club Tennis Championship

Thanks to the president for his work
during the past vear were proposed by C
Fleetwood-May, who remarked rhat
Major Burton was one of the little group
of pioneers who, with |, |. Calder, Mr
Hartrell and a few others had put
Brookmans Park *on the map’ and had
sinee put a map on Brookmans Park. He

also expressed the thanks of the
members of Brookmans Park Fstare
Company for laying out such a beautiful
course and congratulated the directors
on the far sighted policy they were
pursuing in their determination to
develop the course on the hest iﬁ::ﬁh‘ihlt‘
lines,

In response Major Burton said his
efforts on behalf of Brookmans Park had
been a labour of love. He was proud to
have had some part in the establishment
of the course in Brookmans Park. It had
ariginared when a few of them deaded to
take over and develop the Gaussens
estare and rhe idea of a golf course,
mainly Mr Hartrell's, had been taken up

The Chriginal first tee

with enthusiasm.

(1. N, Bagley proposing thanks to the
retiring captain said the first caprain
must have had a most difficult time and
Mr Hattrell had certainly earned the
thanks and affection of the members.
During these two years the club had
made zrear strides and they could look
forward to a very much dryer course than
last winter owing to the work that had
been done

In reply, Mr Hattrell expressed
appreciation of the honour that had been
done him in appointing him as the first
vice-president. He also thanked the
committee for the way in which they had
stond by him,




Extracts from the Press

Barnet Press January 1979
A POTTED HISTORY

The Manor of Brookmans, a fine
building of Tudor origin, stood ar the
highest point of Brookmans Park and
was formerly known as Mymme Hall,
and derived its later name from that of
John Brokeman who held it at the
beginning of the fifteenth century.

Andrew Founraine, of the Inner
Temple hought Brookmans in 1666. It is
probable that he pulled the old hall down
for, in 1680, he built a new mansion
which was much enlarged in later vears.

The most famous man o live at
Brookmans was John, Lord Somers,
Baron of Evesham, [ord Chancellor
and William I11's trusted Minister. He
died therein 1716,

It was then acquired by Samuel
Robert Gausson a descendant of a
wealthy Huguenot family who sertled in
England in 1739, and for more than a
century this family exercised great
influence in both the Parish and the
County.

Brookmans was virtually destroyved by
fire in 1891, and afterwards the former
stables were converted to serve as the
house. The contempaorary use of this
building has been as Brookmans Park
Giolf Club's ¢lub house,

"The two magnificent cedar trees that
graced the sunken garden adjoining the
house, are still standing majestically
overlooking the first tee, and it is a cedar

tree that is the emblem of the golf club.

The idea of a golf course ar
Brookmans Park was envisaged in the
late “twenties by Alex Hattrell together
with some members of Brookmans Park
Estate Co, but the house was occupicd
by four families including Mr Hartrell
and other members of the Company, and
until they were able to obtain alternative
accommodation the idea was shelved.

Subsequently, in early 1930, after two
families had vacated the house, the
course got under way with the assistance
of Messrs Hawtrey & Tavlor, who
constructed the course, and was opened
by Major Burton, by driving the first ball
on behalf of Sir Charles Clauson.

A further tenant vacated the house in
1932 which enahbled the club to provide
an office for Major Lousada, the first
secretary, and an additional club room.

In early 1935, the house hecame
completely vacated, and the committee
decided that the whole building should
constitute the club house and was
officially opened on 6 July 1935, by Lady
Clauson.

An exhibition march was arranged at
the club, berween Percy Alliss and James
Bradbeer against C. A. Whitcombe and
C. W. Richardson, when Percy Alliss had
a personal score of b, standard scrarch
was 74,

Barnet Press July 1955

GOLF CLUB HOUSE
METAMORPHOSIS

Lady Clauson Performs Opening
Cerentany,

Famous Professionals at Brookmans Park

The rransformed club house of the
Brookmans Park Golf Club was formerls
upened on Saturday by Lady Clauson,
the wife of Sir Charles Clauson, of
Hawkshead House, Little Heath, in the
presence of a distinguished company,

The club house, whichis a model of
elegance and comfort, has emerged from
the somewhat unartractive hlock of
buildings which formed the stables of the
old Brookmans House, One end of the
building has previously been in use for
club house purposes, and the remainder
was used as flats, Now the whole of the
building has been included in the club
house, which includes a spacious
dining-room, bedrooms, smoke-rooms,
and a lounge, all redecarated in most
artractive stvle,

The opening ceremony was preceded
and followed by exhibition polf matches
by Charles Whitcombe (Crews Hill),
Percy Alliss (Beaconsfield), James
Bradbeer ( Porters Park), and W. |.
Richardson { Brookmans Park)

The opening ceremony

After the morning match a large
company assembled on the club house
terrace, where Lady Clauson, who was



accompanied by Sir Charles Clauson,
unfurled the new club flag of dark blue,
light blue and white —the club colours —
bearing the initials of the club. The flag
and the flagstaff are the gifts of Mr Guy
Grahame (caprain of the club) and Mr
Charles Pither (a member of the
committee)

Before the unfurling of the flag, Lady
Clauson was presented with a houguet of
delphiniums and pink carnations hy lirtle
Miss Valerie Campion, the four-year-old
daughrer of Mr and Mrs Derek Campion

After Lady Clauson had unfurled the
flag, she walked to the club house and
opened the main door with a silver key
presented to her by Mr Hastie, the
architect. Hefore entering the club house
she said, 'l have much pleasure in
declaring the club house open and [ hope
it will be very useful to all the members
and bring great suceess to the cluby.

Hertfordshire Mercury 1955

GOLF CLUB HOUSFE AT
BROOKMANS PARK

Sir Charles Clauson and Herts Beauty

Whar was once a stable is now an
up-to-date club house with evers
comfort and convenience at Brookmans
Park Golf Club, near Hatfield, and it was
opened on Saturday by Lady Clauson, of
Little Heath, before a large gathering,
The building originally the stables,
was converted into flars and a part was

used as a club house. [n irs larest form,
the flats have now disappeared and
greatly increased accommuodation is
provided. The club has been in existence
fiir a little over five vears.

Through the generosity of the ¢lub
caprain, Mr Guy Grahame, and Mr
Charles Pither (a member of the
committee), 4 fine If'|.1!_r~.T.|.r'1' and club r]:11__1;
with initials "BPGC has been provided
an the lawn. Lady Clauson unfurled the
flag after being presented with a bouguet
by little Valerie Campion.

The company then moved to the club
house door, where Mr | A Flattrell
(chairman of the directors of the club)
asked Lady Clauson to unlock the door,
and handed her a silver key, which the
architect, Mr E. Hastie, had presented.

Lady Clauson turned the key and
opened the door. T have great pleasurein
declaring the club house open. [ hope it
will be very useful to the members and
bring great success to the Club,” she said

Among those present at the ceremony
WErE

The Hon Sir Charles Clauson (who
is a4 member}, Major P, C. Burton
(president of the club), and Mrs Burton
Mrs Harrrell, Mrand Mrs Grahame, and
Mr L ). Leeming (secretary),

The four professionals raking part in
the exhibition marches, C. A
Whitcombe (Crews Hill), Percy Alliss
( Beaconsfield), |as Bradbeer (Porters
Park), and W | Richardson { Brookmans
Park), were then presented ro Lady
Clauson.



Extracts from the Press

Sunday Times July 1935

EXHIBITION MATCHES AT
BROOKMANS PARK

Two exhibition matches were played at
Brookmans Park vesterday, on the
occasion of the official opening of the
new club house by Lady Clauson. Abe
Mitchell, who was due to take part, was
deterred by an attack of sciatica, bur
turned up to watch, walking with the aid
of a stick. His place was taken by Percy
Alliss, who partnered James Bradbeer
against C. A, Whitcombe and the local
professional W. J. Richardson.

It has been cynically observed that
there is no better golfer in the world than
a British professional taking part inan
exhibition march. Whether this is true in
general, | should not venture to say; bur
it certainly applied to the particular case
of Alliss, who went round the course in
fify shots, against the standard scratch
score of 74. He required no assistance
from his partner, who had ro be content
with a half now and again, and they won
the match on the fifteenth green by five
and three, Whitcombe was not quite at
his best, suffering, perhaps, from
reaction after his gallant, but
unsuccessful attempt to win the Open
Championship last week. The only hole
that his side won was the second, which
was taken by Richardson.

The latter was apprenticed to Henry
Cotton when he was at Langley Park,
and although he is slim and by no means

so strong as his first tutor, it is obvious
that he has tried to model his style on
that of Cotton, even ta the extent of
turning in his toes on addressing the ball,
and wearing a glove on the left hand.

Alliss, during the course of his round,
had twao 2s, the one at the sixth looking
as if it were going to be what the
Americans call an ‘ace’,

ALLISS and BRADBEER

Out:4, 5,3, 3,4, 2,4,4, 3-32

Home: 4, 3,4, 4,4, 2,5, 3, 4=-33

Total b3,

WHITCOMBE and RICHARDSON
Our 5, 4,4, 3,5, 5,44, 3=-35

Home: 4, 3,4,5, 4,4, 4,4, 5-37

Toral 72.

It was Whitcombe's turn to dominate
matters in the afternoon when another
Fourball game was plaved with different
partnerships, Whitcombe and Bradbeer
beating Alliss and Richardson by four
and two. Whitcombe had a score of 64,
Bradbeer taking 73, Alliss 74, and
Richardson 77. Alliss failed to reveal his
sparkling form of the morning, while
Richardson's most noteworthy hole was
tiy come when the match was aver,

The best hall figures were:
WHITCOMBE and BRADBEER
Oury,4,4,3,5,3,4,5,2-35
Home: 4, 3. 4.4, 4, 2, 3,4, 4-132
Tustal 7.

ALLISS and RICHARDSON
Out 5,4,4,3,5,3,4,5,3-36
Home: 4, 3,5, 4.4, 3,4, 3,535
Toral 71



Golden Jubilee

sztures Monday 5 May 1980

Sunday 15 June 1980

Fubilee Week
Events

I Saturday 19 July
2 Sunday 20 July
3 Monday 21 July

4 Tuesday 22 July

L

Wednesday 23 July

fi Thursday 24 July

{ Friday 25 July

8 Saturday 26 July

Jubilee Greensome Flag competition

Club first team v Hertfordshire County team.

1 8-hole Stableford Greensome Foursomes
Men's |8-hole Single Stableford

Veterans 18-hole Stableford

Ladies’ Competition

HERTS CAPTAINS BUFFET DINNER
DANCE

Pro—-am competition. Hertfordshire Professionals
Men's invitation

Moming — Foursomes, Afternoon —Greensome
Fyvening-GUEST DINNER

Junior/ Juvenile Competition

Fvening —=GALA DINNER DANCE

Moming — Hangover Fourball Competition
Afternoon = Hangover Mixed Foursomes
Competition

Evening —Juniors” Disco
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Past Lady
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1148 Mrs M HUNT (o M F GREEN 1974 s H ECOOPER
T Mrs L MACMILLAN 1 M ). T FRIEDENTHAL tar Mrs B MOVENNERS

1950 Wirs H ML MICHIE 1963 M ). L PATERSON



Ladies

Secretaries

Club

Secretaries

Club

Professionals

Club
Members

Mrs MAY

AOESMALLEY (For last M) years)

MAJOR LOUSAA
E | LEEMING
LSANDY-FINLAY
W, BURTOMN
VOV

B L HAFREY

W.E PETERS
W RICHARLISON

T A PATERSON
1 H TAYLOR

K LCIGAMN-BROWN (|Hon)
P EVERALL

KWEE

ML TROREY

W | FRYER

AL MOYLLE

KA KING
COCHRISTISON
M. GHEER

Members whio e sl reglir plavers or fregquient visttors of 40 years or more standing

R LOGAMN-BROW™S

1. 5 HEOEMES

CW DENHAM

M L DAVIS

(3] ] DWYER

| L GAMBY

Mrs [EAN DWYER
ACS HUNTER

. R LASCELLES
Miss JOYVCE MULLER
M EDNA MACDONALD
| PRITCHARD

A S G ROBERTSOMN
SR THOMPSON

Fowmwder Member, Twioe Captain 1956, 195 and Flon Secretary
Frounder Member
President 1956k, Caprain 1143

Lady Caprain 193]
Presiident 199747, Capaain 15959

Caprain 1955



Amateur Record

Peter Fisher, Member of the club, Qualifying round Herts Championship 1970

HERTS Camlon St P GumIFYING.

BRROOKMANS PARK GOLF CLUB BRI s i
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Professional Record

Ron King. Professional to the club for twenty vears




Fubilee Trophies

A these trophics are to be played for in
Fubilee Competitions,




Vaudeuville Golfing Society

During the middle fifties we arranged a
golf match with the Vaudeville Golfing
Society and it was a day 1o remember, as
apart from a pulsating match, we were
regally entertained by a host of artists
during the evening, among whom were
Al Read, Ted Ray, Leslie Sarony,
Johnny Riscoe, Donald Peers, and many
other distinguished performers as you

will see from pictures below

Cal McCord s horse takes a drink in the Old Bar. { wroup of members of the Vaudeville Golfing Society and members
af the Club



Brookmans Park Golf Club,

Hatfeld, Hertfordshire ALY 7AT

June 198()
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